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Between 2016 to 2021, an average of 84 
cyclists were seriously injured per week 
in reported road traffic accidents.  

Road traffic accidents can happen anywhere and can 
involve you even if you are only a pedestrian. Severe 
injuries caused by road traffic accidents can include 
spine injuries, severe fractures, and event amputation. 

If an injury on the roads has been caused by someone 
else’s negligence, the injured person, or even the family, 
may be entitled to compensation. The person affected 
could be a driver, passenger, cyclist or pedestrian and 
the nature of the injury can be minor, serious, or fatal.  

A Metropolitan police officer, Paul Day, was involved in 
a road traffic collision in 2016 whilst riding his motorbike 
to work.  

Paul was cycling to work one morning and stopped at 
a red light. Moments later, he was hit from behind at 
60mph and thrown six metres across the road, and fell, 
with his bike landing on top of him. This resulted in an 
open fracture which led to 13 surgeries over five years.  
12 unsuccessful operations in an effort to save his leg  
and a successful 13th; the amputation of his leg.  

Tracey Benson, head of serious injury South, worked 
on Paul’s claim, ensuring he received interim payments 
to support his recovery and rehabilitation whilst the 
claim was ongoing. Over the course of Paul’s claim, he 
received interim payments amounting to more than 
£300,000. 

The driver was identified at the scene, prosecuted, and 
their insurers admitted liability. By admitting liability, 
the case was settled before going to court and a multi-
million-pound settlement was negotiated by Tracey 
based on Paul’s injuries, loss of earnings and pension, 
future cost of prosthetics, accommodation needs and 
care.  

Since his amputation, Paul has returned to some of 
his hobbies such as flying, mountain biking and rock 
climbing. Paul later said, ‘Hindsight is wonderful thing’ 
and if he had known the amputation, and life after, 
would work out the way it did, he would have opted for 
that in the first place. 

The road traffic accident claims process can be complex. 
If you or a loved one has been involved in a road traffic 
accident, it is always best to contact our expert team 
so we can discuss your case in more detail and carefully 
assess the best way in which we can help you. 

Whether you were a cyclist like Paul, driver, passenger, 
pedestrian, or simply a bystander, our experienced 
and passionate teams are here to provide the legal 
support you need. We have handled thousands of road 
traffic accident claims, so no matter the nature of your 
accident, we have the expertise and experience to help 
you. For more information, visit slatergordon.co.uk/
personal-injury-claim/road-traffic-accidents

“This was a complex high value case, and it 
is essential to obtain expert evidence from 
the best, and most suitable medico-legal 
experts to be able to fight for the appropriate 
compensation for future prosthetics, care, 
and accommodation. These are the heads of 
damages usually most vehemently disputed, 
and I believe our evidence resulted in the 
excellent result achieved.” 

Tracey Benson
Head of Serious Injury - South

Life after 
amputation
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